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Since the adoption of Soil Taxonomy (USDA, 1975) , the carbonate clay content must be known to properly classify calcareous soils at the family level relative to particle-size class. Carbonate clay content can be defined as the weight percentage of Ca and Mg carbonates, expressed as CaC03 equivalent in the clay size fraction (Shields and Meyer, 1964) . By definition, carbonates of clay size are not considered as clay but as silt in all particle-size classes.
Until recently, the National Soil Survey Laboratory (NSSL) in Lincoln, Nebr., and the various state soil characterization laboratories have been the only sources for data on carbonate clay in soils. Acquisition of formal laboratory data is time consuming and expensive, and therefore generally only a few key soils are analyzed.
During the soil survey of Val Verde County, Tex., (completed 1979) , data on content of carbonate clay were needed to determine the correct particle-size classes of about 14 soil series with carbonatic mineralogy. The data were not obtained, however, because of budget and time limitations.
During the soil survey of Webb County, Tex. (completed 1982), the NSSL analyzed three soil series for carbonate clay content. Particle-size class assignment for these series could not have been accurately determined without the data obtained from NSSL.
In the current soil survey of Frio County, Tex. (to be completed in 1985), we were again confronted with the need for data on carbonate clay in several calcareous soils. Because of this need for data we developed a rapid, simple procedure to determine content of carbonate clay in our field laboratory.
Method
The carbonate clay content in calcareous soils was determined using a volume calcimeter (USDA, 1972) and a dried aliquot of clay. An aliquot of the clay fraction was taken using a 60-cc plastic medical syringe attached to a 30-cm length of plastic or rubber tubing. The aliquot of clay was obtained immediately after the clay percentage had been determined by the Texas procedure for analysis of particle size distribution. 2 The end
